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This Management Bulletin addresses the issue of adults and siblings eating meals provided under
the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP).

California Education Code Section (ECS) 38082 states: "Food shall not be sold at any cafeteria
operated by a school district to anyone except pupils and employees of any school district, members
of the governing board thereof, and members or employees of the fund or association maintaining
the cafeteria; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall prohibit the use of the cafeteria
facilities by any work or harvest camp maintained by or within the district, and by persons entitled to
use the school under the Civic Center Act; and provided further, that the governing board of any
school district operating a cafeteria may exempt by formal resolution of the board other individuals
and organizations from the operation of this section including senior citizens participating in any
program conducted pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 9500) of Division 8.5 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code."

In order for a school food authority (SFA) to provide meals for any persons other than those specified
in ECS 38082, the school board must adopt a policy specifically stating the means for serving those
other persons.  Moreover, the cost of meals served to non-students may not be subsidized by federal
or state reimbursements, children's payments, other nonprofit food service revenues, or United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) commodities.  Refer to your School Nutrition Programs Guidance
Manual, Sections 2340 and 3340 (Adult Meal Pricing) for guidance on setting prices for adult meals.

Guidance from USDA has made it clear that for any adult, or any child not enrolled in the school, to
eat from a child's plate is contrary to the intent of the National School Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966.  Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations for the NSLP and SBP details the provisions
of the National School Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966.  These acts are clearly intended
to provide nutritious meals to our nation's children.  Therefore, SFAs are reminded to make every
effort to ensure that meals served in their programs are consumed only by the children for whom they
were intended.
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A reimbursable meal must be served and consumed only on school grounds or other school approved
and supervised premises.  Refer to Sections 11500 - 11560 of your School Nutrition Programs
Guidance Manual for additional information related to specific approved instances of off-site
consumption of meals and special meal situations.

If you have any questions regarding this management bulletin, please contact your Nutrition Program
Management analyst at (916) 323-1580 or (800) 952-5609.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the California Department of Education's Nutrition
Services Division (NSD) prohibit discrimination in all their programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD).  The USDA and the NSD are equal opportunity providers and employers.


